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ak ARMAGH APPLES

ARMAGH APPLES (W}gﬁ%ﬂgmg) A significant number of County Armagh orchards were established at the
time of the plantations in the seventeenth century. Noblemen developed
orchards for pleasure while estate tenants developed theirs for cultivation.
It was not long before cider was being manufactured by the hogshead.
Despite the encroachment of other industries the apple industry has
continued to flourish within the county. More than that the Apple Blossom
Festival ensures that its heritage is preserved. Traditions to have
persisted. Until about fifty years ago it was common practice following the
apple pulling to drink a toast to the best bearing tree of that year. Other
activities such as bobbing for apples at Halloween are still popular. Less
common now is the practice of boys and girls throwing an apple peel over
their shoulder to discover the initials of the one they are to marry

Still more legends say apples are a good treatment for ulcerated wounds
or that a bumper harvest would be achieved if it were wet on St.Swithin's
Day. Even now there persists a superstition that if at pulling time a tree
were bearing flowers and fruit at the same time there would be a death in
the family before the next apple pulling.

County Armagh apples are famous throughout the island of Ireland and
beyond. Each year natives of the county celebrate this heritage in the
form of the Apple Blossom Festival. Towns and villages throughout the
locality organise events, activities and exhibitions, many with an apple
theme. The festival takes place in May each year when the countryside
is alive with fresh pale pink blossoms on ancient apple trees.

The apple was first cultivated in the Middle East approximately four
millennia ago. Its connection with the county of Armagh dates back to
the legend of two young Gaelic lovers. Baile, heir to the throne of Ulster,
fell in love with Aillin, daughter of the King of Leinster. Knowing the
match would lead to war Druids ruled that the lovers would not be
together in this world. Unwilling to disavow their love Baile and Aillin
arranged to meet and marry in secret.

Baile set forth from Emain Macha, now Armagh, but on the way was told
of the death of his betrothed. So overcome with grief was the young man
that he died. At the same time a similar story was told to Aillin with the
same fatal results. So a cruel plot parted the young lovers. Tradition
says that an apple tree was planted on each grave and later cut down and
inscribed with the story of the tragic couple.

Another legend says the apple tree got its shape because it bowed to the
Blessed Virgin.

In fact apples have been cultivated in Ireland since the times of the
Romans. However, St.Patrick was credited with planting the first apple
tree in the county at Ceangoba, east of the city of Armagh. By the death
of the chief of Macans Tribe in 1155 it seems apples were being
produced in significant quantities. In his obituary it is recorded that his
tribe regularly produced a 'strong drink' from the apples in his orchard.

A significant number of County Armagh orchards were established at the
time of the plantations in the seventeenth century. Noblemen developed
orchards for pleasure while estate tenants developed theirs for
cultivation. It was not long before cider was being manufactured by the
hogshead.
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The Orchard County enjoys an inland location, protected from the cooling breezes
of the sea by the Mourne Mountains and the Ring of Gullion to the east, and the
Sperrin Mountains to the west. It also benefits from the moderating influence of
nearby Lough Neagh. As a result, it gets fewer late frosts than most other areas
and the well-maintained hedgerows around the orchards act as protective
windbreaks.

In addition, Armagh’s mild, damp climate is particularly suited to the production of
cooking apples. The lower temperatures mean there are fewer invasive insects to
attack the fruit and the cooler conditions allow Armagh Bramley apples to grow
more slowly than fruit in other orchards, giving the apples their unique taste and
texture.
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Much of the Bramley apple region of County Armagh is underpinned by
limestone rock. This produces the well-drained, loam soils on which apples
grow best (loam soils have roughly equal parts of clay, silt, and sand). Armagh
Bramley apple trees flourish in this highly fertile loam soil. Their roots can
penetrate the soil to a considerable depth and it is particularly high in calcium
and essential nutrients, with a pure and abundant water supply.



VIMESTIART g6

INESIAR
EullaZCHBR X BIZEF=RP. McCann & Sons A B8 E/BRCR minEZEBOIAILE . REFILIEM
IEH (REEFANTEZERZMA) REEmZEINE 2 R=EmBREMREIAIL.

BRCE mim/EIAIE HEFYVEMER
(REEFRINAIZREME)



il IVOAESIAR] i

&: REFEHES (=

EEFNATEZRZMMA )

£ : BRCRmimEIAIE



a8 IVIMESIAE

E: RERmEEINE

f: BER=_mERAIL

i



V.&Z 5= 5
* E-3 71 *

Eulla/C#F R 5= am

Eulla/CIf & SR IXE BRI
EERIER, EREK, ER
HEEIK, FREWEKR., X
R, SERPE MRF MO
Ik, B750ml, 250mIFFHL4E ,
BRBRIBRESR, BERRT
HIRTRER,




b E2En || TRek | hFRsusk | )@

it
A
A2
5

DERES | ZNERAT Mk




*v%ﬂ?.ﬁ &

S+

: Eulla/t 75 S S ik

(R ) REILERZM
D e T
+ A
AR EAYESE

ﬁ =, EEMFY, &8
TENEATS, TREE

17TMREREYER, NEE
BEHZEREER,

BRKRIR: (RREFRS
fEER) L Tl HhR12013
FhRo )




VREIF=GR
1} E-3 71 %’

S A

EullaZCilm SR IR
(3ERIEIK) H60%HY4EFE
Rt 12940%A94& i+ EC M
B, ERTEFMREEF
=, EREMARE, X7

BRESEREEM,
BHaaFERFER
M#BEER, ESZTEIE,
AT AMRFT RS .
((RBEFSEER) )




V.&ZIF %

A it B

[:) Eulla o S Bk
(FRIEEI) F90%H94E
R 0% S
-+ B T o
CRHERYESE
YZ? &, HERFIRRI, 195
= EESERRIE.
BRI NERS T,
Rt ABEENEEEE
ERHEEERS, BAS
HThEE, S IRIEES.
(RFERSHRE) )




HFREE KB 24 -+

[, —

=

7S

EullaZCilbs SR IR
(CEREHMEIR) FHI0%RY
ApERTF10%E S
BT, FRAERY
REEFE, HtREHAR
2, MpEEBZEREE
H.

SHUEE—MRANE
REKR, EBERETER.
TN Y SN [ e e
SNEYERR, BEERE
RIBREH IR, iBHTEE O,



i

ol

ﬁQ EullaZb s S St ikt

(ERELLR) FI80%HILEE
B H1£920% 5L HE BT
= o
FRAEFYESE
YZ? =, HEIEMAEY, X7
ESEESERBRIER,
R EAESMfE
= BB ERREATY,

#CxE, BRI O . &R
BEA. ((REEFSRE) )




7 & A

EullaZCips SR IR
(3EREFZ NIK) FHI0%AT
A RITHILI10%RIEEE |
TEBCT R . FERTEFRY
REEFE, EREMAR
], B EEZEREF
Ho

HE MNTESSMEE
SRATERE MR AREF
B4, B ERRE
8E, WENNAZ",
((RREFSER))



NG N=E

XERE. BRR=.
BHES . BEES.
B, SimbEE.



